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In November 2020, during the second national lockdown, the Royal Society of
Chemistry (RSC) surveyed our UK-based members to understand the impact of Covid-
19 on their work, education, and the future of the chemical sciences. There were 1,649
respondents, and their responses paint a picture of the areas that chemical scientists
are concerned about as they face a second year of the impacts of a global pandemic.

Throughout 2020-21 we have been proud of the varied contributions from our
community, and of chemistry's role in the global, multidisciplinary efforts to control
and eradicate the virus. From a clean water supply to computer-aided drug design,
chemical scientists of all kinds have worked hard to keep us healthy and safe.

Many in the chemistry community have been making their contribution to the global
fight against coronavirus while working safely at home, despite the new array of
challenges, both short- and long-term, this presents. And many others — often those
designated as key workers by governments — have been going into their laboratories,
offices and other workplaces to carry on essential work, even as the pressures of the
pandemic have caused disruption and a need to quickly adapt.

This document is a summary report of the results, designed to present key findings
and set out how the RSC is using the survey results to progress our work supporting
the chemical sciences community. The full findings report is available from our
website. We are grateful to all those who took the time to respond to this survey,
providing us with valuable insight into how Covid-19 has and will continue to affect
our community.

Key findings

Widespread adaptation to achanged environment: Ina challenging year, RSC members have worked hard to continue and adapt
the way they do their jobs, and to continue their learning, in more difficult circumstances.

Greater concern among academics: Academics are consistently more pessimistic about the impacts of Covid-19 than their
counterparts in industry and other sectors. Academics typically report having experienced worse impacts so far than people in
industry, and generally predict worse impacts of Covid-19 on their work, lives and the chemical sciences.

Personal job insecurity:
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Challenges in the year ahead

Respondents in work or education were given a list of potential issues that may be an increased challenge for themin the
following 6-12 months as a result of the pandemic, and selected all that applied. The most commonly selected issue was
‘work/life balance’, with concerns about scientific relationships and research laboratory access also selected by many [Fig 1].
Retired respondents were asked about issues that they considered would be increased challenges for chemical scientists in the
following 6-12 months, with the most commonly selected issue being ‘finding suitable employment’, while lab access and job
security were also often chosen.

Overall, which, if any, of these activities do you consider will be an increased challenge for you
personally in the next 6-12 months, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic?
(Respondents selected all that apply)
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Findings by area

Laboratory-based research

The vast majority of respondents, who work in a laboratory
or work for an organisation that has labs, reported some
restrictions on lab access as a result of Covid-19.
Respondents in academia were much more likely than
those in industry and other sectors to report significant
restrictions on access. In industry, respondents at larger
organisations were more likely to report restrictions on lab
access.

More than four fifths of respondents affected by lab access
restrictions said their administrative and planning burden
had increased as a result. Nearly one third of those
affected said they anticipate a longer-term shift to more
scientific work being done outside the lab as a result of
Covid-19. The majority of those who expected this long-
term shift said it would negatively impact on the research
environment and make it harder to do rigorous or robust
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Over a third of respondents said that they were more
concerned about losing their job than they were a year ago
due to the pandemic, with nearly half of those in academia
saying so [Fig 3]. Furthermore, one fifth of respondents
said they were considering, or maybe considering,
retraining for a new career as a result of the pandemic,
with respondents in academia much more likely to say so
than their counterparts in industry.

Fig3

Job losses and job creation

One fifth of respondents said that the chemistry workforce
in their team or department had already been reduced as a
result of Covid-
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Supporting our community’s wellbeing

Conscious of evidence that the majority of non-retired
respondents anticipate work/life balance to be an
increased challenge for them personally in the coming

© Royal Society of Chemistry 2019. Registered charity number 207890.


/new-perspectives/talent/grants-for-carers/
/new-perspectives/talent/assistance-grants/
/careers/
/careers/
/prizes-funding/funding/research-enablement-grant/
/prizes-funding/funding/research-enablement-grant/
/prizes-funding/funding/research-fund/
/prizes-funding/funding/research-fund/

